
 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays and thank you for all your work! 

You can contact us at: spokesperson@leibniz-phd.net; Section A: annika.diekmann@bergbaumuseum.de; Section B: i.broer@leibniz-hbi.de; Section C: oevel@fmp-

berlin.de; Section D: chen.suyuan@isas.de; Section E: guilherme.abuchahla@leibniz-zmt.de  

 

The Quarterly Digest – Oct to Dec 2019 

 

Our first hello after the GA 2019  

We were amazed by the feedback we had on the GA at the PIK by so many of you. First of all, a 

big Thanks to Aman Mailk and the SC2018/19 to make it happen! 103 participants from 70 

registered institutes discussed lively, voted on diverse questions and went back to their institutes 

with a lot of impressions, connections and ready to change things! 4 new working groups were 

founded: Greening the institutes, Preventing Power Abuse, Mental Health and Alumni-Network. To join 

them get in touch with Stephan and Lea (Greening), Katharina (PPA), Dolly (MH) and Jacob 

(Alumni). Help is always appreciated! And last but not least: Thank you for electing us. We can 

proudly say: this year we are a particularly diverse group of people. If you want to know more 

about us, check our blog post. We will do our best to implement the decisions from the GA!  

Vox-Vote and Long-Term Agenda 

The GA 2019 was full of innovations. The most well received of 

them was the introduction of the Vox-vote system to easily access 

your vote on the topics to be worked on. Staring into the abyss of 

climate change 56.3% of you voted that greening our institutes is a 

very or extremely relevant topic. This was topped by preventing 

power abuse, which a whopping 56.2% of you consider to be 

extremely relevant and 24.7% to be very relevant. This is a topic 

that touches us all. If you want to know more check our N2 paper 

on the prevention of power abuse. If you feel threatened you can 

contact your local PhD representative or Ombudsperson for help. 

You are not alone! In an overarching vote on all the topics discussed 

during the GA the improvement of the contractual situation and 

mental health were ranked second and third in the list of most 

important issues (Graphic below).  

 

 

 

 

We are working on them! We took part at the DFG Symposium 

“Promovieren fördern” and the SPD Wissenschaftsforum to 

promote 4 year contracts, 100% payment and better supervision! 

Soon to come: Event Funding Application  

One result of the GA’s Vox-vote session was the decision to use part 

of our funding for smaller events organised by the DRs at Leibniz 

institutes. This money is yours for the taking! If you are planning to 

organize a workshop, a scientific event or a skill training and want 

to invite colleagues from other Leibniz institutes: Stay tuned! Details 

on the application process and deadlines will be published in 

January! We will keep you toasted  

 

What is this? 

We as the steering committee (SC) of the PhD Net felt like we wanted to share the work done in our 

network with you, the doctoral researchers at all Leibniz institutes. Therefore, we decided to write a 

quarterly digest of all the things happening.  

Registrations open: Future Workshop on 16th & 

17th April 2020 in Berlin!  

The true power of each network are its members. Our most active 

members meet annually in spring at the Future Workshop! This event 

brings the members of the working groups and potentially new 

members together in the head office of the Leibniz Association in 

Berlin. Read here on this year’s workshop! Great results were 

created like the Welcome Package, Survey presentations, the PhD 

Agreement, Social media accounts and many more! Without the WG 

we´d be toast. If you want to be part next year and make an impact 

register with Kristine until Jan 31st ! We have 40 available 

places.  

 

 

 

 

 

Oevel@fmp-berlin.de  

 

The new Steering Committee at their first physical 

meeting after the GA 2019 in Berlin. The agenda for our 

legislature was set and we really got to know each other  

We are updating our Mailing lists If you are a PhD representative, please contact your section spokesperson with updates on changed 

representatives and E-Mail addresses after elections, in order to get news from the Network. Generally, we recommend to use generic email 

addresses that can be passed from one generation to another. You can find our email addresses in the footer.  

Survey update  

5 reminders and an endless seeming questionnaire: We bothered you 

a lot to get the data! This year 937 DR’s from 88 institutes 

participated. Thanks to all of you who took part and distributed the 

information. The WG Survey started to analyse the data and you can 

request the data for your institute (if the participation was high 

enough). Contact the former spokesperson and current speaker of the 

WG Jan-Lucas Schanze. Only with the survey data we can efficiently 

advocate for the political agenda of the network in- and outside the 

Leibniz Association. 

We had a blast: N² Event @Umweltforum  

Incredible 320 participants from the 3 research performing PhD 

Networks, Leibniz, Max-Planck and Helmholtz gathered for a 3-

day interdisciplinary conference and career fair to discuss, exchange 

and bond. The whole event was organized by N². A big shout out 

to all volunteers and a special thanks goes to Kasia Stoltmann, who 

steered it for the Leibniz side! 
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